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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently amended) A surfece lighting device comprising: 

a light guide member having a first side surface for light to enter, and a main surface for 
light to exit; 

a light source facing the first side surface of the light guide member; 
a holder for holding the light guide member; and 

a stopper mounted on the holder n ear the first side surface, for preventing the Ught guide 
member fix)m moving toward the light source; 

wherein the stopper is a separate membe r attached to tho holder having a first portion 
overlaying a portion of the holder and a proj e cting portion, not parallel to said first portion, and 
projecting firom said first portion along the fi rst side surface of the light guide member. 

2. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein the light source 
is linear. 

3. (Previously presented) The surface lightmg device according to Claim 1, wherein 
the light guide member includes a second side surface for light to enter adjacent the first 

side surface and 

the light source is L-shaped, and facing the first and second side surfaces of the light 
guide member, 

the stopper preventing the light guide member from moving toward the light source and 
preventing tiie first and second side surfaces from contacting the light source. 

4. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein the light source 
is U-shaped. 

5. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein 
the light source includes a first and a second light sources. 
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the Stopper preventing the light guide member from moving toward the first light source 
and toward the second Ught source. 

6. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 5, wherein at least one of 
the first and the second light sources is linear. 

7. (Previously presented) The surface lighting device according to Claim 5, wherein the 
light guide member includes a second side surface for light to enter adjacent the first side surface 
and 

at least one of the first and the second light sources is L-shaped, facing the first and 
second side surfaces of the light guide member, 

the stopper preventing the light guide member from moving toward the L-shaped light 
source and preventing the first and second side surfaces from contacting the L-shaped Ught 
source. 

8. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 5, wherein at least one of 
the first and the second light sources is U-shaped. 

9. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein the stopper is 
made of a material having strength to enable the prevention of the light guide member from 
moving toward the Ught source at least to such an extent that the surface Ughting device is 
improved in impact resistance by the stopper. 

10. (Original) The surface Ughting device according to Claim 9, wherein the stopper is 
made of a metal. 

1 1 . (Origmal) The surface lighting device according to Claim 10, wherein the stopper 
is made of a shape-memory alloy. 



Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



3 



A 1- XI m/TAm^ Docket No.: 4786-OlOlP 

Application No. 10/761,273 

Amendment dated January 4, 2006 

Reply to OfiFice Action of October 4, 2005 

12. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein the stopper 
includes a surface having a reflectance not smaller than 70%. 

13. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 12, wherein the stopper 
includes a surface having a reflectance not smaller than 80% and facing the light guide member. 

14. (Currently amended) The surface lighting device according to Claim 1, wherein the 
stopper is attached to the holder close to an end of the first side surface, tho stoppor moluding a 
portion oxtonding inward fi-om a oido of the flrat oido aurfaoo for contacting and the projecting 
portion contacts the first side surface at a time of preventing the light guide member firom 
moving toward the light source. 

15. (Original) The surface lighting device according to Claim 14, wherein the stopper 
is provided near only one of two ends of the light incident surface. 

16. (Currently amended) A surface lig hting device comprising: 

a lipht puide member having a first side surface for lioht to enter, and a main surface for 

Ught to exit; 

a li pht source facing the first side surface of the light guide member: 
a holder for holding the ligh t puide member: and 

a stop per near the first side surface, f o r preventing the light guide member from moving 

toward the light source; 

wherein the stopper is a separate member attached t o the holder and The ourfaco lighting 
device according to Claim 1, whoroin the otopper i ncludes a portion for contacting the first side 
surface at a time of preventing the light guide member from moving toward the light source, the 
portion including a through hole. 

17. (Currently amended) A surface lighting device comprising: 
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a lipht piiide member having a first side surface for l ight to enter, and a main surface for 
light to exit; 

a light source fac in g the first side surface o f the light guide member: 
a holder for holdi n g the light guide member: and 

a stop per near the first side surface, for preventing the light guide member from moving 
toward the light source: wherein 

the stopper is a separate member attac hed to the holder. 

Tho ourfaco ligliting do\ico according to Claim 1, wherein t he light guide member 
includes a second side surface for light to enter adjacent the first side surface.- .ond whoroin 

the stopper includes an L-shaped portion having a first and a second sub-portions which 
are mutually perpendicular to each other, for the first and second side surfaces of the light guide 
member, 

the first sub-portion extending inward fi:om a side of one of the first and second side 
surfaces, for contacting said one of the first and second side surfaces at a time of preventing the 
light guide member from moving in a direction that allows said one of the first and second side 
surfaces to move toward the light source, jnd 

the second sub-portion extending inward from a side of the other of the first and second 
side surfaces, for contacting said other of the first and second side surfaces at a time of 
preventing the light guide member from moving in a direction that allows said other of the first 
and second side surfaces to move toward the light source. 

18. (Original) A liquid crystal display device including lighting means for illuminating a 

liquid crystal panel, wherein 

the lighting means is provided by the surface lighting device according to Claim 1. 

19. (New) The surface lighting device of claim 1 wherein said stopper comprises a body 
portion having a U-shaped cross section comprising first and second legs, said first leg 
comprising said first portion. 
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20. (New) A surface lighting device comprising: 

a light guide member having a first side surface for light to enter, a second side surface 
adjacent to said first side surface and a main surface perpendicular to said first and second side 
surfaces for light to exit; 

a light source jfacing the first side surface of the light guide member; 

a holder comprising a first material for holding the Hght guide member; and 

a stopper mounted on the holder for limiting movement of said light guide member 
toward said Ught source and comprising a body formed of a second material different fix)m said 
first material, said body including a first portion between said holder and said second side 
surface and a second portion projecting along said first side surface. 
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